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be obstacles and hardship in our way. But Lord Krishna
has lucidly explained this in the Gita, attributing them to
the past deeds of the individual, in the earlier births.

The Pandavas, despite their conciliatory overtures,
could not get what was rightfully due to them and had to
per force wage a war against Duryodhana, to get their
share of the parental heritage.

Havana, in full knowledge that coveting another's
spouse is a sinful act, fell a prey to lust and carried away
Sita stealthily and kept her confined in the Ashoka vana.
But, how did Rama retrieve her? When his ambassadors
of goodwill drew blank in their efforts to make saner
counsel prevail over the demon king, Rama was
constrained to take up arms against him, to free Sita from
his hold.

While even divine avatars had to face such ordeals
on earth, what of us mortals, who have to be always
dependent on the mercy of the Lord and of the divine
messengers, for our very survival! Surely, the only way
for us is to have steadfast belief in them and be devout,
so that we may achieve success through their grace.

Ramaswami lyer was a person who had immense
faith in Sri Raghavendra. At last, by the grace of the Guru,
he won the Court case and for thanksgiving and fulfilment
of his vow he went to Mantralaya, one of his sons
accompanying him. There he took bath in the
Tungabhadra river and had darshan of Sri Raghavendra,
with great exuberance.

He vowed to perform sankalpa seva and indulged in
it, both in the morning and evening, for a few days.